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CONCEPTUAL ISSUES, IN THE STUDY OF HISPANIC DELINQUENCY

By Nancy Anderson formerly of the Hispanic Research Center, :
Fordham Unlverslty, and currently of the Court Employmem Prolect inc., New York

- .

. Orlando Rodrlguez, Research Associate, H/spanlc Research Center

and

Thl.s article assesses the. relevance

'ot delinquency theorle,s to the altuatlon of

“Hispanlc inner-city: adolescents The

- regearch literature qn delisquency ‘in-
.dicates that minority adolescents living in

inner-city areas are at greater risk of

engaging. in dellnquency- than adoles- -
" cents living in more affluent areas. (1) But

thete Is: little systematic: information
about the factors leading to Hispanic
delinquency and crime; Quantitative
studies ' of adolescents haye been
oriented to comparlsons of black and

. white dlfferences in delinquent behavior.

(2). In these studies Hispanic Inner:city
youth do not appear to be adequately
represented. Ehtnographic and In-depth
case studies have concentrated- on Inner-

. - city populations, but with few exceptions

— most of which focus on MexI¢an Amer-
lcans (3) — they examine primarlly the
surviyal strategles of black ‘youth. (4)

" Thus, in this article we examine the delin-
+ quency literature to determine -how fac- -

. tors identifled as influencing delinquency "
- actually ‘operate among Hispanics.

. -

.~ While the literature Identifies poor
.and minority youth as being at higher risk

of engaging in delinquency, Alken and-

assoclates (5), as. well as Mancini (6), sug-
gest that in high delinquency areas many
adolescents actively manipuiate their en-
vironment .to .avoid situations leading to
delinquency! Démbo and .assoclates (7)
péint out, however, that the non-delin-
quent adolescent has recelved little-atten-

tion as a subject in his own right; that

samples where non-delinquents are used
primarily as contré! or comparison groups
yield _little information about non-
Adelinquents that the focus on low

‘'socioeconoml¢ status and troubled tami-

ly relations as causes of delinquency
does not satisfactorily explaln why some
adolescents with such attributes resist

" delinquency; and that studles to date

‘propriate in

have provided few insights Into the in-
terpersonal dynamics of avoiding delin-
quency. This focus is particularly ap-

zu udying Hispanic dellnquen-
cy because dur exploratory research (see
article by Rodriguez, Burger, and Banks in
this isste) indicates that Hispanic youth,
with socioeconomic levels sifhilar to

=y~ biacks, engdge in dellnquency at lower
[~ rates than blacks. Thus, another objective
of this article Is to examine delinquency-

9
N
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theorles in order to develop explanations.

of how Hispanic adolescents living in a
high crime area such as the South Bronx
manage fo avoid dellnquency.

We review. the appllcabillty to

fings. We review social control theory, as
recently developed by Elliott and asso-

' clates in their integrated model of social

control (8); the opportunity structure,ap-
proach (9); the soclal disorganization ap-

. proach (10); and deterrence thebry (11). 1n

. our discusslon, we.Indicate how the little
‘knowledge available about Hispanic"

inner-city delinquency, as-well as the fin-

dings of the Hispanic Résearch Center's.
(HRC) exploratory fleldwork In the South .

Bronx (see article by Edelman in this

issue), necessitate extending existing..

conceptualizations of delinquency. We
finish our discussion: by suggestlng how

acculturation, a key factor .in Hispanic .

life, is Interrelated with. other factors

_ assoclated wuth dellnquent behawor

Social Control

.. The social control model stresses
the importance of the..control exercised
by parents, schools, and other agents of
social authotfity in the restraint of adoles-
cent behavior. Control theory seeks out
those conditions that release the young-
ster from the constraint of conventionali-

‘ty. In its simplest form, once the youthis

8o liberéited he wili engage in delinquent

activities. Poor interaction with famHy

members or a poor school or employment

 record, therefore, acts as a cause of delin-..

quency insofar as the absence of social

bonds that-such Institations purportedly-.
provide aliows. the, individual to be freed*

from the demands and constraints of con-
ventlonal society. (12) In the model, the
locus of poar social bonds to convention-
al authority rests in adequate soclaliza-

[y

youngsters could, on: occaslon, free-

themselves from “the . norrnetlve con- '
- straints of the conventlonel order Thls’

argument does not require proof ‘that a
delinquent's norms are distinctively’ dif-
ferent, from those of more Iew-abldlng

~ peers, eltuatlons and contexts ‘a8 pro-

viders ot the occasions’ ‘and resources

_that shape the partlcular dellnquent act

to be explained. Because it is based on'a

< farge representative sampie of youth,

Elliott et al.'s research (18) particularly.
lends support to the social control

,perspective by their finding that ‘a

-negative orientation towards agents of
conformlty and control; particutasly fami- -
ly and schogl js strongly associatgd ‘with
dellnquency. But, this orientation leads to.
delinquency most ‘strongly when acting In, -
concert with a pgsitive orlentetlon toward -
delihquent peer8% The combipation of
peer and family/school orientatjons is the
best predictor of delinquency. This find-
ing thus lends suppbrt to the relevance.of
differential assoclatlon ‘a8 a factor in
delinquency. Eillott et al- stress that their
research reinforces .an. “i'Integrated

. fnodel” approach to* delinquency ‘where

Inputs from soclal control, -opportunity
‘and learning . theories (or cultural
transmisslon) are crifical.

 Because of the emphasis given inthe

_ integrated model of soclal control 1o the '

sociaj bonds the udolescent develops
with the famlly and his peers, it will be’

- usefulto discuss Eillott et al. sflndlngsln

‘greater detall, and submit them to'the
scrutiny of avaijable. knowledge about

" Hispanic inner-clty life. Bonding 'to the

tion In the family and thé school: As pro- .
posed by Hirschi (13), the;model makes a -

sharp break with other delinquency ap- *

proaches. First, the model -asserts that

- there is no particular relation between

/

Hlspanlc ‘delinquency - of the main
theoretical traditions in the delinquency’

literature, and consider how these may be
modified to reflect the'life circumstances
of Hlspanlc adolescents in inner-city set:
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economic class and delinquency. Second,
the theory represents a sharp break with

the Chicago school tradition -of *“‘cultural’

transmission” associated with Suther-
iand, Shaw and McKay, and Thrgphe: (14),
where the bellef |s that youngsters in par-
ticular nelghborhoods lea }g’/dellnquent
values and skllls through-soclal values
and norms already existing in the
neighborhood. (15) Thus; social control
theory asserts that ‘motivations for delin-
quency emerge from detlclencles
parents’' abllity to socialize the chlld
rather than from, the transmission of
“delinquent cultures.” .

Social control theosy has recelved
direct support from the
‘Voss,~Elliott et al.,
Wiatrowskl et al., others. (16) Sykes
and Matza (17) propose a softer version of
control theory in their concept of the
‘“‘neutralization technique’ whereby
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Tamily Is cited by Elilott ag’cruciattor the
occurrence or avoidance of delinguency.
The more favorably oriented a youth is to
his family; the’'mdre time he spends with
them, and the greater his Intimacy with’
famlly members, the'less llkely he is to be
deiinquent. Our ‘exploratory research in
.the South Bronx’(see article by Edeiman
In this issue)-indicates that exlstlng con-
" ceptualizations of:tamily bonds are not
completely applicabje to the:soclal situa-
tion of youth and thelr famiffes inthe in-.
ner- clty Elliott's ‘arid other approaches
assume that adolescents deviate from a.

. homogeneous conventional - orlentation

on the part of famllgee Our observations
In the South Bronx, in agreement. with-
those of Moore et al. (19) in Mexican
American areas of Los Angeles, Indicate
that famiiies of adolescents vary in con-

- ventiénality. Adolescents may have

psearch of

dtrong ‘attachment to familles : where
aduits have extenslvr crime and criminal
justice experlences. Such youth may be

- Involived with delinquent peers and have

the'greatest Involvement in dellnquent ac-
tivitles. .

Dellnquency research has long’ em-

s et - . ‘g
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phasized the importance of peer interac-
. tions In the genesis and function of deiin-

qu ncy. A closer look at this research,
wever, reveals ghat there are different

! ¢iews about the structure or behavior of
“the peer group. (20) .For Miiier (21), the"

youth group refiects the values of lower-
ciass culture; for Cohen (22), the.delin-
quent gang is‘explaineq in terms of reac-
tion formation, rejection ;of middie-ciass

norms résuiting from the inability to-iive .

up to them. For Cloward and Ohlin (23),.
gangs create iliicit opportunity structures .

" for teenagers cut off from iegitimate -

equal opportunities. Criminal, conflict,
and retreatist type gangs each appear In
résponse to the particular confiuence of
legitimate and -iliegitimate opportunities

available in specific lower-ciass com-
‘munities. Whatever :their differences,

each author takes as’ self-evident that"

delinquency is a group tradition, a claim
made as eariy as thé 1920s by Thrasher
who surveyed 1313 Chicago “gangs.” (24)
To be in a gang was to be a deiinquent.
In the 1960s social scientists began

- to reconsider thenature and function of

the deiinquent gang. (25) For exampie,
Yablonsky argued that: specifically delin-

quent gangs are not formally organized,

structuraliy delineated entities, In which
all members are delinquent, but rather

' . loose collectives ‘of adolescents who do
not enforce standards of delinquent ac- -

tivity. (26) Padilla, remarkmg en Puerto
_Rican - youth groups, notes, “These
cliques manifestiy have both recreatlonal
and defensive purpases, The individual is
_protected from loneiiness and assured of
loyal friends, while he is alse protected
_from the aggression of others.” (27) This
research suggested that without distinc-
tive structure and modal norms and con:
duct, the meaning of deiinquency as’a
gang phenomenon becomes problematic.
Thus, the stress in the' sociai controi
perspective on variabies that bind the in-
dividual to socially acceptabie behavior,

regardiess of his economic or ethnic iden- -

tity, or his belief in ‘group-derived delin-
quent vaiues. The binding eiement con-

sists of the attachment to and interaction .
. highiights

with other peers who engage In delin
quent activity. The greater the attachment
or the greater the number of peers who
engage in delinquency,’ the greater’ the
Jketihood of involvement in delinquency.
However, as represented by Eiliott et al.
(28), the integrated model of social con-
troi has not entireiy elucidated the mean-
ing of the group nature of juvenile deiin-
quency. it does not hoid to the rigid gang
model popular in the 18508, since the
critical variable in the Integrated model Is

peer interaction, a more elastic concept..
Orientation to delinquent or conformist

peers in concert with orientation to famlly

" is postuiated to best predlct deiinquency.

“Yet, even with this ‘wmore Interactionaily

' sophlstlceted model, -it I8 unclear just

what behaviors and group dynamics
characterlze peer groups that contain
ious or ¢hronic dellnquents

@

‘whatever

-

" Qur exploratory study of the South

. Bronx Indicates that there is a constelia-
_tion of .contextual -
_ elements that confront the inner-city -
‘minority youth. Primary arrtong them is
the general

and behaviorai

pesception’ . of .potentiai
danger and violence in everyday life, in

the neighborhood and at schooi, as well -

as:. familiarity wlth delinquent peers,
one's  deiinquent status.
Edeiman's observations -

ships with delinquent peers: without
themseives attively participating in deiin-
quent activity. in- the South Bronx, the
fon-delinquent or non-serious delinquent
may consider a heroin dealer to be his
best friend, but not engage. in the sale or
use of heroin. The Interaction groups that
were observed show little umformlty in
their power to enforce. such’ group norms
as may be recognized; membership is
constantiy changing, and. the group's
recognition of ieadership’ is ‘problematic.
It thus appears.that other motives, for ex-
ample, the need for protectlon in an-en-
vironment characterized by unpredictable

_ violence, and feelings of solidatity with

neighborhood peers, are involved In_the
‘nteraction between delinqoent and non-
delinquent, Peer interactions may provide,
rationaies for some 'individual's delin-
quency, but oniy when combined with
street orientation in the adolescent’s

. tamily or. when other inadequate life cir-

-cumstances. iead to weak attachments to

conventiorial tamilies.

While~ expioratory, - thése observav

tions of youth in the South Bronx ques-
tion the applicability'of existing concep:
tuaiizations of peer interaction in explain-
ing delinquency. The observations sug-

" gest that the nature of peer interaction

where serious deiinquency Is"found re-
mains a “black box” for researghers and
that much cioser attention must be paid
“to what peer-group interaction consists of
in the inner-city nelghborhood .

., Opporttunity Structure

)

The opportupity structure model
inequaiities In: the social,
economlc and educationai ‘structures

that serve to deprive certain youth of the

means to iegltimately achieve - socially
valued goals. Foliowing Merton’s classic

ends. Cloward and Ohlin (30), the major
deveiopers of this modeI further assert
that, given the mot|
arising out of the so

pilshed in the cont
interactions.’

tionship between class and deiinquency:

Studies relying on census data and ag-

4.

"Manhattan, . Westchester

indicate that,
-many adoiescents have tntimate frlend--.
membershlp and seriousness and fre-

"Survey:, studies reiying on self-reported

" quent acts are'inversely assoclated wtth"

tion for deIInquency‘~ .
ally’stratifled struc- -

ture of opportunity, the iearning of. delln- :
quent orientation and skiiis Is ‘accom: -
t of deIInquent peer‘.

F
gregate arrest -data have found a clear
relationship . between socloeconomic
position -and. delinquency. (31) Strass-.
berg's- study of violent delinquents”in:
snd _ Mercer-
County, ‘N.J (32), lends support to the
claim that the degrese of harmfulness and -
the ‘frequency: of delinquent -acts are
reiated to_ethnicity and, by inferencae, to
sociai class position. Wolfgang etal. (33),.
using census data, find a strong link be-.
tween race (biack) and  lower-class.

quency of delinquency in Philadeiphia.:

dellnquency measures have generaity
found no relationship between class and-
delinquency. However, ENiott et al.. (34),
using a detailed. questlonnalre for deiln.
quency seif-reports, finally concede that
the incidence. and frequency of delin-

class membership.

“ e n conslderlngtheImpactotlnequpllo
ty. . on 'delinquency, some oppeortunity
structure _ theorists have emphasized

"gocldl- psychologlcal aspects-—the

adolescent’'s reastion to hls, socio-
economic position—rather than: how dif-
ferent ‘aspects of socioeconomic “struc-
ture are reiated to dslinquency. It isuseful
to consider both the nature of lhequallty
and the soclal psychologleal reactJOns to
it.

Soclal psychoiogicai’ explanatlons of
delinquency based on the opportunity
structure model focus on'the concept.of
strain. Strain theory defines the” signif-

_ icance of sociai opportunity structures in.

terms of social psychological measures:
of the perceived nexus between an in-«
dividual's asplirations and e)tpectatlons of
achievemerit. Belief that one's- asplra-’
tions cannot be realized because of inter-}
nai or external barriers is thought to pro-

~vide the impetus for delinquent behavior.

One variant of this argument Is Cohen's
“reactlon formatlon” thesis. (35) Cohen
argues that lower-class chiiden are least
to middle-class aspira- |

likely to IIvebgp
- tions. Reactl to such imminent faliure -

Is manifested by the rejection of conven-:
tional behavior in favor of delinquency
‘where “suécess” is more likely ta be
achieved through the deiiberate inversion
of * middle-ciass “behavioral ¢riteria.

'Research testing - this hypothesis in-
formulation of the problem (29), delin- -
quency is thought to be an Illegltlmate.
means to achieve soclally prescribed’

dlcates no -direct effects of strdin on

. dellnquent behavior. Eiliott et al (38) find

that such."'strain” hias an indirect impact
on’ deltnquency, through Its Influence on

, bonding to famiiy and school. Others

have- argued that strongly held middle-
‘cias3 aspirations on the part of lower-
class youth are associated with conformi-
ty, ‘not delinquency, and that it is the

~-youth With few middis-ciass aspirations
or few- adulit  role. model.caretakers who

° . Part of the debate over the- Impor- .
, tance of the stratified opportunity struc- .
-ture has centered on the presumed rela-

are mogt likely to be delinquent. (37) From
a different’ angle, Greenberg observes

“ that when making .sense of adolescent
. aspirations (ages 1€ and under) it must be
.conceded that asplratlons pertalnlng to

‘.,-a .




- deemed criminogenic untII

. .
_adulthood are often vague or unreallstlc
(38) The*gap‘ bétween aspirations and.
their achievement patential should not be

. adoiéscance or eafly adulthood. Thus, the

.

to take

. aspects of socioeconomit

P

-research indicates ‘that straifi must be

taken .Into account in-exp
quency, but onIy in ¢

laining delin-

ically applied t
migrant grou
perience is thé'
of economic ¢

nmigrant ex-
R of the value.

Into_ acco!t
family’s behavior in “thé
cuituration. We will retut]

-below in our discussion of acet
.. -In its focus on socialpsychological
reactions to inequality, tI assic oppor-
tuhity structure model ha¥3paid little at-
tention to the nature g
tured lnequallty. Mora rgy
paid greater. aftention

.'posltton and -
their interrelationships with other factors ..
associajed with delinquency. Thé ele-
ments of the classfeconomic, systern and
the 86¢ial ‘status system. exlst as long-
term structural characteristics that may .
be recognizéd by research subjects or
not, but which, nevertheless, haye causal

and temporal priority in determlning the .

trasic elements of our. social order. ‘As
such they constityte the framework
within which individuals’ and, groups’
lives can vary. Among these ‘elements are
tfabor market structure, the existénce of
‘poverty and ‘long-lasting .inequality, and
the persistence of a hierarchy of life
chances: associated with racial -and
ethnic group membership.

Two related aspects of the recon-
.sideration of opportunity theory are the
development of the .concept- of the
“segmented” labor market and the
distinction between the stable working

-class and the truly poor. (39) Political

economists have propounded a theory

describing the American labor force as -

divided into primary and secondary labor
markets, with the possibility of moving
from thé secondary to the primary labor
market being narrowly restricted. (40)
Within the secondary labor market™ are
located ill-paid, low-skill, dead-end jobs
sych as dishwashing, car washing, and
unskilied labor in-factories, restaurants,
and other jndustries. Few, if any, fringe
benefits are associated with jobs In this

_sector. (41) Rarely can adults occupying

abor market jobs are often intermlt-
tent, l.e., perlods of employment are in-
terspersed with periods of idieness. Since
the two major groups of Hispanics —
Mexican Americans and Puerto Ricans —
are found in iarge numbers in this seg

[Kc .
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-ment of the labor market, it is clear that
an examination of Hispanic delinquency
must pay attention to.the relationship be-
tween deli quency and placement in the
-secondary Iabor ~market, Abundant
documentatlon of ‘the salierfice ‘of the
“-secondary-labor market perspective Is
contained- In_the writings of Smith and-
Thompson, and Thompson et al. (42)." -~
‘ Wrthin this framework, the impact ¢ of
school' attendance and employment on.

-delinquency should also be considered. -

‘For some, school attendance and
achievement. are rational ‘accomplish-

"ments In terms: of adult occupatlonal

aspirations. For others. school Is a place
.to “do time,”

* may command -either the adolescent’s
onalty, In which case_delinquent involve-
-ment will be lessened,’ or command only
his time and presence, In which case

- delinquency may become. more common.
- (43) Juvenile employment will have dif-
ferent force, we hypofesize depending
upon the adolescent'é age. For younger °
teenagers, bonds to tamity, school, afid_

- peers shou!d be more important, whereas - -

for older tepnagers economic ‘respor- ,
sibility in conjunction with social sontrol’
constraints should be'in force. So too, for

older teenagers, access to primary or-

secondary labor market jobs should show
up in pa terns ‘of dennquency avoidance,
s the modal crime for older .
e s robbery.(44) If available jobs
are not sutficlently attractive, they may
not provide real alternatlves to crime’ for
inner-city youth. . "' -

Another aspect of opportunity struc-
ture relevant to the life: situatlon of

Hispanic adolescents is access to illegal

opportunities. in their formulation of op-

portunity -theory, Cloward and. Ohlin (45)

posijt that youth may also have unequal -
“ access to lllegitimate opportunities. Cer- .
tain neighborhoods may afford -the ado-:

Iescent a greater chance, for example to
make an economic success in robbery or
theft. Access to adult “fences”
disposers of stolen goods — i8 Important
It property crime is to become a regular
source of illicit income. Edelman’s
research suggests that for many South
Bronx teenagers their “first job” con-
-sisted of stripping plumbing fixtures from.
abandoned bulldings and selling them to
local “ merchants. Numbers running is
another common foun of adolescent
criminal empioyment. Contro! over drug-.
trafﬂcklng, especially at wholesale ievels,
may be, as lanni (46) reported, dominated
by dltterent ethnic and racial .groups at”
" different times. Ethnic’succession in con-
ventional areas of organized crime could
impact upon juvenile delinquency,.
dithough major drug distributors appear
to"be a less ‘common feature of South
Bronx nelghborhoods than other parts of
New York. The question of how illegal op-
_portunities may be distributed among
inner-city neighborhoods remains unex-

-
-

and according to our,
research a placg.to do crime until gradua-
tion,-expulysion or dropping out. School

pIored in dellnquency research. it may be
‘that illegimate opportunities are ‘deter- "
mined by access to targets which are not
present in all neighbdrhoods: local fac-
_tories’ or warghouses, or. contlgulty 40
more affluent areas. In such cases,: the
nearness of _relatively- more affiuent™,

. households and well-stacked merchant“s

may serve as a delinquent opportunity. -
vAccess to lllegmmate opportunities must:
-"be considered In conjunction with other '

_ neighborhood characteristics such.as the..
. social disorgdnization of poverty areas“"
'(47) — transiency, high rates of crime;-. -

alcoholism, and other problem ‘behaviors -
among adults. Together with dllegitimate .
opportunltles these neighborhood
“characteristics may have z?dlrect impact
upon the propensity of some adolescents
to ioin with other dejinquent peers ..

Crlme Detemnce Thoory

The classlc utIIItarIan phIlosophy of

‘crlme deterrence provides another impor-
tant element for conslderatlon Basic to -
this perspective Is the idea that each In- -

o

. 5

dividual weighs the consequences of his

actions "against his-self-interest and per-

forms a cost-benefit calculus before act- -

ing. By increasing the-law-enforcement
presence and-the legal punishment for
delinquency, juvenile misconduct should

- be controlied or reduced. One study of the -

+social control import of juvenlle. beliefs -
" about criminal law -asserts that juveniles -

are discouraged from criminal involve- ‘]
ment when they perceive that the jurldical -

consequences of crime become more:

3evere with increased age, {48)

" serious delinquency goes unreported to

potice and courts, still many youth are ar- -

rested and appe'ar in court each year. Dur-
ing 1980°35.8 per_ 1000 youths undgs18 In
New York City were arrested forrthe com-
mission of index offenses (49),"but even
these figures do- not Immediately show.

-the impact of official detection on the .

deterrence of youth crime. For example,
in New York State, a-person is defined as
an adult at the age of 16, but under certair:
‘circumstances may be tried In criminal
court as an aduit at the age of 14, or may

be treated as a ‘‘youthful offender” until g

the age of 18. From a deterrence perspec--

Although It s certain that much

tive, it must be asked exactly how do ar- .

rest and court appearances have a meas-

urable impact on the delinquent careers -

of ~Hispanic. or other adolescents.
Woitfgang (50). flpds the critical distinction
in his research'to be between youth who
were arrestéed once  or twice and
“chronics,*. those who were - arrested

mBTe frequently. Another possibly critical |,

-distinction is between youth never ar-
rested and those .arrested at least once.
'i'he recognltion that the chances of com
ing- to officlal atterition are continge

and situational and the court’s final :

disposition of the case may have little to
do with the  Initlal misbehavior. This

makes understanding the impact of law
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-énforcement on delinquency aji’the more

-problematic: In this regard,the process-of
© “aging .out” and /its opposite, the’
“chronic” or career delinquent, should be
- .sessed .In terms of the Impact of officlal -

v

detection . and sanction’ for Hispanic
o youth. . S '

In-counterpolnt to q’etelz_'fence theory,-

the labelling perspective provides critical
.considerations for the study of Hispanic

~ delinquency. Sociologists have-pointed to
. thee contingent nature of police/citizen en-

- - counters and have ‘demonstrated that

--gimple ‘knowledge and suspicion of crim-
inal behavior are not sufficient conditions
to explain police'decisions pertaining to

“arrest.; (51) Youth dress, demeanor, the .

- -proactive or reactive nature of police
-, work, as well as ¢itizen pressure for or
- % against arrest, play important roles in the
police’ officer's decision. . These con-
siderations introduce the possibility that
differencés in arrest rates between black
and Hispanic youth may simply reflect
police decisions about’ different de-
meanors that- youth of different
ethnicities display before police and
-court officials. While this hypothesis .is
speculative, it demonstrates the need for
‘research to focus on Hispanic and other
. minority youth’s perceptions of the risk of
_arrest, trial and punishment associated
with specific delinquent behaviors and
upon the documentation of the contexts
and structures of . police-juvenile en-
counters.-Such data would help elucidate
the meaning of the “social reality” of
juvenile crime in an inner-city area and im-
prove the abitity to stipulate the contrasts

between seif-reported data on delinquen- -

cy and official statistics.on youth crime.

The opportunity structure model also
presents some implications for deter-
rence theory. A more sociological version
of the deterrent model asserts that in-

dividial choices are influenced by the .

socially determined costs and benefits
available fo him. (52)(The deterrence of
delinquency may be betier effected by in-
creasing, not the costs of delinquency,
especially in the real worid where the
likelihood of apprehension for anything
less than homicide is- statistically slight
(53), but by increasing the benefits of con-
formity. (54) This could be accomplished
- by, making available realeducational and
- ecdnomic options for “at-risk” youth,
thus also tempering some of the stress

assoclated with deprivation and adoles-

cent status. Tangible rewards may be
monetary.or take the forin of an increase
in *human capital” tralning. The punish-
ment or latent cost in this approach

derives from the setback to youth educa- - -

" tional or employment plans attendant
, upon arrest or Incarceration after-the
commission of a serious delinquent act,
wel} as the possibie shame he might

el {&r “‘blowing it."” o S

- Social Dlsp_rﬁanlzaildn

Q

it is® well known from official

»
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\ Similarly, Elliott et al. state:. -

that the greater the degree of

statistics and’ self-reports- that serious
delinquency is more concentrated in poor
arban areas than in more affluent ones,
and that- most delinquency is a group
phenomenon: This information turns in-
quiry toward-‘a study of other neigh-
borhood characteristics that may .be

associated with risk of youth crime. {55) -

Suttles suggests that “the social .and
cultural conditions “of urban slums may
have a different significance for delin-
quency. than canditionselsewhere.”-(56)

We believe there is empiricat
justification for the position that the
adoiescent peer group Is ‘often the
only stable. social organization -in
areas characterized as socially dis-
organized and the adoiescent groups

" in these areas frequently have a
delipquent orientation.(57) .
"Nevertheless, research on social
disorganization leaves unclear what char-

_acterlstics of poor areas constitute'social

disorganization and how_ these are related
to delinquent For example, ethno-
graphic studies like Street Corner Society
(58), Tally’s Corner (59),ant A Place on the
Corner (60) make it clear that many urban
slums are not utterly disorganized and
that the social and behavioral dimensions
of economic .deprivation and ethnic
discrimination take many forms. Social
disorganization studies originating with

the Chicago school established the tradi-

tion of linking poverty to disorganization,
but the general truth of this position can
be challenged. Social disorganization,
whife empirically associated with poverty,
may be operationalized as concentration

R . .
3 -

. disorganization in- a n'el,gr‘\porhood,'
. holding other things constant, the greater -
‘the incldence and frequ

ency of serious .
delinquency. , o :
Acculturatio '
Acculturation s of critical  impof-
tance in considering Hispanic'delinquen-
cy. AcCulturation refers to a complex pro-
cess whereby thie behaviors and attitudes
of the iImmigrant group change toward the
dominant group as a result of contact and,
expodsure to a cultural system that is

7 significantiy different. Although earller:

twentieth-century criminological theory

gave a good deal of attention' to cultural’

conflict and assimilation difficulties as
explanatory factors In dellnquency
among European immigrants (64), the
cbncept has received little attention In re-..
cent decades. However, - because the :
Hispanic population In the United States
consists largely or first- or second-
generation immigrants, acculturation can’
be expected to play an important rolesin’:
delinquency. ) L
Acculturation has been used to
describe such diverse behaviors as the
generation of migration, recency of migra-
tion, familiarity with the host language,
factual knowledge of the host society, in-
teraction with persons belonging to the
host society, and value orientations such
as ethnic pride and identification with the
cultural heritage. (65) We hypothesize that
acculturation indlrectly .Influences delin-
quency through Its effects on socializa-
tion and strain. Accul,t}aration plays a-
compilex’ role not only ‘because of dif-

of a particular ethnic population; length, , ferent possible intérrelationships with

of residence; quality of housing stock; in-
stitutional stability and responsiveness;
levels of anonymity; and indigenous
neighborhood leadership in terms of com-
munity ethnic and self-help organizations.
(61) Such leadership, it is hypothesized,
can mobilize community residents to act
for obtaining resources to facilitate
neighborhood improvement and to con-
strain - delinquent behgvior. (62) The
absence of such neighborhood organiza-
ion and the type of anomie and insular

havior- that it engenders are well
delineated in Suttles’ study of a Chicago
neighborhood. (63) The lack of legitimate
opportunities and the absence of social
control may be the effects of social

. disorganization. Howeyer, research on .

the .effects of social disprganization In
specific communities tends to be based
on census-type data ‘which do not quite
reflect those neighborhood char-

acteristics comprising social disorganiza-’

tion. Thus, research on Hispanic delin-
quency needs. to be particularly sensitive
to indicators of neighborhood organiza-
tion ‘and their varlance. We hypothesize
that neighborhood characteristics, such
as the extent of indigenous community

organizations and leadership wili have a

direct bearing on peer interaction™and

-
-

‘; .
A e

sociai

other factors, but also because its dimen-
sions may have mutually "opposite in-
direct effects on delinquency. For exam-
ple, the parents’ degree of identification -
with Hispanic culture could influence
how children are ' socialized, and the
values they instill. Hispanic-oriented

"parents iy be more likely/to emphasize

loyalty to the family and unquestioning
respect for parents. Children from
traditionally-oriented -families may-have
more attachment to and Interaction with
their familles, and thus, fewer bonds to
detlpnquent peers. Ethnic pride may act as
a protector against delinquency by In-
creasing adolescents’ seif-esteem, which
has been associated with low delinquen-
cy. Traditionally-oriented or tirst-
generation parents, by de-emphasizing

“the vaiue of education and hard work as &

way of getting ahead, may have lower:
aspirations for thelr children, thereby
reducing their children’'s straln between
economic aspirations and expectations,
and thus indirectly lowering delinquency.

Other dimensions of acculturation
may indirectly Increase delinquency. Ac-
cording to Padilla (66), Puerto Ricans
residing in New York City classify
themselves into three groups: long-time
residents of New York City; those who
grew up there; and recent Immigrants. Itis

v < e -




p _‘\..', ) 5 o

belleved that traditional forms of family
life break down for.New York residents
and the difficulties that this imposes are
greatest for first-generation or recent.
. immigrant - parents. As emphasized In
.- social control theory, parents better able
.- to monitor and discipline their children’s
* behavior should be more successful at
- preventing or limiting deiinquency by
their consistency in- supervising their

‘ - children’s behavior and by instilling more

family cohesiveness. Disparities in the
level of acculturation between parents
and chiidren may be related to success of
parental control. Disparities are likely to
occur' between first-generation parents
and second-generation children, becausé
thie children are more likeiy to be exposed
to Influences of U.S. culture and society
in school and through the mass media.
Unaccuiturated families: may lack
knowledge of accepted behavioral norms
in the United States and thus will be less

likely to adequately sociallze their’

children, thereby affecting the strength of
famtly and school bonds. Thus, accultura-
tion may indirectly Influence the delin-
quent behavior of Hispanic adolescents
by its effects on the parents’ ability to
adsquately socialize their children.

»

Summary

In this review, we sought to show the
appncablllty of drfferent theoretical tradi-
tions to the study of Hispanic delingquen-
cy. We have indicated that recent re-
‘search integrating several perspectives
within the social -control model empha-
slzes the importance of conventional
sources of control like the family and the
school In combination with dellngquent
-peer influences which weaken conven-
tional control. In this perspective, delin-
quency Is controlled by emotional at-
tachments to and fear of sanctiohs from
adult authorlty sources; and this control

is counterbalanced by pressures to sanc--

tion and engage in delinquency by peers
who themselves engage in delinquency.
We argue that these control mechanisms
may operate in a different fashion among
Hispanic youth. Among those who come
from unconventional, ‘street-oriented”

famities, the influence of peers — delin-

quert or non-delinquent — may be less
significant in producing detinquency than
tne famlly's influence. Among those from
 conventional - families, interaction with
delinquent peers may alsc be dictated by
reasons of protection from violence and
theft or for reasons of solidarity wlth
- neighborhood youth. Factors other than
the informal pressures of family and
youth may influence the delinquent
behavlor of Hispanic youth. The extent of
social disorganization In the
neighborhood may adversely affect the
abllity of adults to control the behavior of
adolescents. Other aduits who are engag-
ed in lilegal actlvities may provide a

cllmate of acceptance or lnevitablllty of
delinquency to some youth. who in other
confexts might be restrained from delin-
quent behavior. The stratified.opportunity
structure model suggests other interrela-

,tions. Among those experiencing strain
between economic expectations and
aspirations, -bonds to the family and
schooi may be expected to weaken, thus
increasing the possibility of delinquent in-
volvement. In addition, the mere fact of
disadvantaged ptacement in an economrc
structure may have direct effects on delin-
quency,
adolescents. ‘

Our discussion also points to the im-
portance of formal social*control exerted
by arrest and court ‘involvement. An in-
creased police.-presence . ip -neighbor-

‘hoods, combined with stronger sanctions ,
ts -

in juvenile court may deter adolesc
from engaging.in delinquency. But this
hypothesis -rests ~.upon the unproven
assumption that arrest rates reflect
“real” crime rates. An alternative explana-
tion, worth considering in future research,
is the possibility that differences in arrest
rates between black and Hispanic youth
may reflect differential arrest decisions
on the part of police. It must be emphasiz-
ed that police decisions help to shape the
social reality of crime. The structure of
opportunity model also suggests that
deIInquency may be" more likely to be
reduced by increasing the rewards for
conventional behavior through increased
job and educational opportunities, than
by increasing the sanctrons ‘for illegatl
behavlor.

<~ Finally, we argue for the lmportance

of acculturation. in any explanation of .
Hispanic delinquency. Hispanic families
that are not assimilated into U.S. society

+ may reduce their children’s strain by help-
ing to lower their economic aspiratipns
and expectations, thus indirectly restrain-
ing their delinquent behavior.

- other Wand, differences in acculturation
between immigranf parents and first-
generation - children may reduce the

latter's attachment to the family and in-"

crease their -attachment to peers, where
deiinquent orientations may be adopted.

Two research needs seem clear from
our conceptual discussion. The first is
that very little is known about Hispanlic
delinquency in general, and about those
factors that may influence Hispanic
delinquent behavior. Therefore, research
to remedy the lack of attention:In the
delinquency literature to one of the
youngest minoritigs Ir” the United States
is long overdue. Second, we believe that

research on those factors associated .

with Hispanic delinquency will help In the
understanding and treatment of other at-
risk minority youth In the United States.
We hope that this conceptual discussion
will help in promoting research on all
Hispanic popuiations by social scigntists
and policy makers. :

especlally among olderi
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